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Vol. 11 August, 1949 Number 5
SPRING CONFERENCE
By way of celebrating its tenth anni­
versary, the Detroit chapter of ASWA in­
vited the national organization to hold the 
spring conference in its city on May 20-22. 
The conference was a tremendous success 
from the standpoints of both accomplish­
ments and attendance.
An outstanding feature was the business 
meeting of the membership held Saturday 
morning. Presided over by the national 
president, Marion Frye, it was conducted as 
an informal “workshop” meeting wherein 
individual members and chapter officers and 
representatives posed their everyday prob­
lems, suggested solutions of the problems of 
others, or presented ideas for discussion and 
possible adoption. Reports received from 
members indicate that the meeting was one 
of the most satisfying business meetings 
held to date. Following the business meet­
ing Gerald C. Schroeder, of the Michigan 
Society of CPA’s, addressed the group on 
a very interesting subject, “The New Look 
in Accountants’ Responsibilities,” in which 
he stressed the importance to the account­
ant of a good working knowledge of eco­
nomics.
The banquet, held Saturday evening, had 
as its principal speaker Mrs. Zaio Woodford 
Schroeder, LLB. Mrs. Schroeder spoke with 
conviction on the subject of Citizenship 
Responsibility.
A Sunday morning brunch at the Grosse 
Point Yacht Club provided a fitting climax. 
Congratulations are due the Detroit chap­




Our advertiser and loyal friend, Interna­
tional Accountants Society, has, at its own 
expense, conducted a campaign which has 
brought us in to date 667 new subscribers. 
This generous act, and the flattering en­
dorsement which accompanied it, move us
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to steps toward improving our own circula­
tion. Each of you must have at least one 
acquaintance to whom a subscription for 
The Woman C.P.A. would be well worth a 
dollar (IAS says it’s the best buy for a 
dollar it knows of!) Let’s at least match 
IAS’s accomplishment. If you are too shy 
to solicit a subscription, give one to a 
friend, a business acquaintance, a client . . . 
or a competitor.
You do accounting students a favor when 
you recommend the IAS course for home 
study.
TRIBUTE
The following is quoted from a chapter 
entitled “World War II” of “A Half Cen­
tury of Accounting, the Story of F. W. La­
frentz & Co.”:
“Women played an important part. When 
the firms began to lose their younger men 
to the armed forces, they had to look for 
replacements. Many women who had been 
in bookkeeping positions of responsibility 
accepted staff positions where they gained 
great respect for their efforts and ability.”
BERCU CASE
On July 19 the Court of Appeals of New 
York State handed down its opinion in the 
Bercu case, holding unanimously that ac­
countants may not engage in and charge 
for the giving of legal advice in relation to 
the tax laws. The Court did not, however, 
enjoin Mr. Bercu from “applying his knowl­
edge of tax laws and regulations in any 
matter in which he was employed primarily 
to practice public accountancy . . . nor from 
performing services in the presentation of 
a client’s interests to the . . . Treasury De­
partment.” The president of the New York 
State Society of CPA’s commented that the 
decision affirms the right of CPA’s to pre­
pare income tax returns and to advise a 
client on income tax questions which arise 
in their regular accounting work for a 
client.
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